
Conflict in perspective and summary: Afar Region: November 5th 2021 
 
The aim of this information sheet is to give the Afar Regional perspective on the crisis. With 
closed communication lines and much conflict of interest, even in Afar Region it is hard to get 
accurate news thus seeing the perspective from the view of the people here. 
 
As of October 9th in Afar Region the narrative has been fast – moving – TPLF broke into Afar 
Region from the adjoining Amhara highlands taking the town of Sifra, one of 3 main market 
towns in Afar Region and moving on to take surrounding rural areas south and west. This 
resulted in around 80% of this district’s 115,000 population displacing, fighting involving high-
powered rocket launchers as well as hand to hand fighting. The government now has an 
established displacement camp at Wokki on the border with Mille district going west. The 
camp had almost 41,000 occupants as of October 31st but this has increased daily. What 
government and NGO assistance is brought and distributed is from this camp. A further around 
80,000 people are displaced in rural areas with the local communities, eating through their 
herds to stay alive. Again, displacement is also from Uwwa district to adjoining to the north 
since that district has endured the heaviest of war and destruction and TPLF continues to 
occupy the administration town of Uwwa close to the Amhara border. 
 
Within Sifra, there are a number of fighting fronts, one having pushed south toward the district 
of ‘Adda’ar looking to join with TPLF forces that have taken Dessie and Kombolcha in Amhara 
Region as well as the border town of Bati. From Bati to Mille is an asphalt road that runs 
parallel to a similar asphalt road from Mille to Sifra town – both these roads adjoin the Djibouti 
(port of Djibouti) to Addis Ababa highway bringing all imported goods into the Ethiopian 
hinterland – the TPLF ambition therefore appears to be to reach this highway and cut it off. 
This Afar will not allow and are defending at high cost.  
 
Simultaneously, Afar are trying to release a small village on the main highway going south to 
Awash and onto Addis Ababa called Unda Fo’o from the Issa occupation. The Issa/ Afar conflict 
is now historic but since in the process of this conflict, the TPLF have joined forces supporting 
the Issa and that now for a number of years, the Djibouti government has funded, supplied and 
fought against the Afar, the conflict has become more brutal. Issa took 3 towns on this Awash 
highway in the early years of Meles Zinawe’s regime as contraband outposts dealing with the 
then government. Afar have been able to release this occupation from 2 towns in the past 10 
months leaving Unda Fo’o only occupied. Afar forces are trying to secure the town that the road 
is again safe for truck drivers (many have been looted and murdered by the Issa) and for Afar 
people. Otherwise, with Kombolcha and Bati in neighboring Amhara Region under the TPLF, 
access to Afar Region is cut for Afar people and security is extremely poor. 
 
Another complication to the entire conflict nationally is that the Oromo force of OLA has joined 
with TPLF as of a few weeks ago but they are now very active on the southern Amhara Region 
and are threatening Addis Ababa. Also, the ONEG as the local people call them have been 
fighting the Afar from Bati and Kamisse for around 2 years now. Another side of the 
complication is that there are a couple of Afar leading people who have defected to TPLF 
including the previous Regional president who is from Magaale where 1,080 community 
houses were burnt. 
 
The current situation of need and concern: 



a) Food crisis with displaced in Sifra – APDA is going to assist CARE Ethiopia in delivering 
2,000 quintal of food there 

b) No electricity and no water in Samara, Logya and Dubte towns as TPLF fighting in 
Kombolcha in Amhara Region damaged the electricity service coming to Afar Region. 
APDA as of 3 days now is trucking water in Logya and Samara – 7 trucks and is 
providing daily fuel to 12 boreholes that their pumps are activated in Dubte and Logya. 
This is the collaborative assistance of UNICEF. 

c) With the road disrupted coming from Amhara Region through Bati, there is no fresh 
food getting into central Afar Region and neither can it come up from Awash due t the 
Issa fighting – again, Kombolcha was a factory – supplying town for Afar Region, this is 
not operational. Overall food supply is deteriorating in Afar Region 

d) New displacement in ‘Adda’ar woreda/ district – people fleeing south into Talaalak and 
into rural areas of ‘Adda’ar leaving small villages and towns along the Bati road – 
estimate could be around 12,000 people.  

e) APDA’s maternity hospital in Mille is the closest to the frontline of fighting so being used 
for war wounded. Bureau of Health have supplied the hospital with an emergency 
surgeon so it can keep functioning in its role and a maternity hospital as well. 

f) A total of 1,080 houses were burnt in Magaale by TPLF fighting there – people fled into 
displacement but without shelter 

  


